
Encouraging creativity, collaboration, 
and outside-the-box approaches to 
gifted and talented programs.

Connecting Young 
Writers with 
Authors/Illustrators



What happens when 
middle schoolers 
become published 
authors?
AKA: How we stumbled into an organic 
“writer-in-residence” program.



A brief 
introduction

● An Educator and and a Published 
Author/Illustrator

● Working together since 2018
● Different roles, same goal: 

Encouraging young authors.





Thinking 
outside the 
box…



Where we started…









Challenges



What we’re doing now:
● 13 Students (Two 

groups)
● Elementary & 

Middle Grades
● Anthology Project



The importance of 
collaboration…



Real-world Creative 
Partnerships Enrich GT 
Programs

Authors and illustrators bring more than inspiration—they 
bring process, feedback, and real-world connection.



"When I was younger, I had the opportunity to …. create 
and publish my own books. Collaborating with someone 
who had already achieved success taught me invaluable 
lessons about creativity, discipline, and the importance 
of persistence in bringing my ideas to life. I am thankful 
for those early experiences and I think it has helped 
shape me into the person I am today.”

~ Camden LaBree

Meaningful & Memorable



As a mother, watching my son work with Josh Alves was an 
incredible experience. It not only gave him a unique glimpse into 
the process of creating a book, but it also boosted his confidence in 
ways I hadn't imagined. Seeing his ideas come to life and watching 
him navigate the challenges of writing and editing helped him 
realize his potential as a writer. The opportunity to collaborate 
with someone who had already achieved so much instilled in him a 
belief that his own dreams were possible, and it gave him the 
courage to pursue his passion with determination and 
self-assurance.

~ Candi LaBree

Meaningful & Memorable



Structure + Freedom = 
Growth

Independent projects thrive with support.



Every school can start 
somewhere - even small!

A long-term partnership might begin with one conversation 
or one workshop!



Where do we go 
from here?

● Author Visits
○ Workshops
○ Intentional Time with Educators

● Virtual Assistance
○ Connecting with local/area creators
○ Establishing long-term connections



Learning from each 
other…



Questions? 
Thoughts?



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
and includes icons, infographics & images by Freepik 

Do you have any questions?

Thank you!

Thank you!

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

